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We are now accept ing longer  works! 
I  was afra id  at  f i rst  that  we wouldn't 
be able  to  take long p ieces  because 
we don't  want  to  put  too much in  per 
i ssue.  I  have no cause to  feel  that  way 
anymore.  Don't  delay;  submit  today.
-  Jo i  Massat ,  editor



New Homeless 

By  

Rubenie Stimphil 

What? Did you think I would look unkempt? I’m sorry. For looking 
so put together. For looking like I could be somebody. 

What? Did you think I did not go to school? That I could not 
have a job? That I could not have a nice car to go to said job? 

What? What do you mean I should not have EBT? Tell me. EBT was 
made for people like me. And no, I don’t mean black. 

What? I wasn’t always like this. This is humble pie from the 
church I slept in. It tastes like peach and crust and a day old. 

How? 

How? Did I not count my blessings? 

How? The Lord has Given and the Lord has Taken. Away. 

Why? Am I so calm? Because I am waiting. 

For what? My time. For everything in its own season. 

When? When He says it is. 

Then, 

 I will 

  Rise up, 

   Rejoice, 

    And receive, 

     That 

      Which 

Belongs 

To 

Me. 
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World I I
inspired by Yusef  Komunyakaa
emir icus  the poet

Smoke st i l l  drowned the both of  us ,
as  we la id  in  a  swimming pool  of  our  own blood

mixed with the d irty  water  f rom our  canteens.
I  had not  known his  name,  but  our  dog tags

tangled with each other  as  i f  to  enact  a  sort  of  unity.
He and I  were brothers  on opposite  s ides  of  the border.

We left  our  fami l ies  behind
to batt le  on the front  l ines.

I t  was  thought  sold iers  lacked humanity
But  bul lets  are  a  gateway to  the heart ;

they left  our  bodies  incapacitated,
but  the th ick  lead penetrated our  emotions

more than we could have ever  known.
Watching h im f ight  against  the i r removable  pain  in  h is  chest

whi le  being engulfed in  the smoke
taught  me more about  love

than I  ever  learned whi le  a l ive.
This  was the love that  I  sought.

Nazi ,  he  cursed at  me,  choking on his  sa l iva.
Nigger,  I  so  lov ingly  ca l led h im as  we both passed away—
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“record”
Tal ia  Green

and now i feel as how i felt
before your 90’s-grunge garageband lyrics, 
loud from your turntable
lassoed the air between our lips, 
lifted from the disc and stitched our breaths together 
onto vintage denim - 
this was months ago. 

and I am just as confused 
just as lost
perhaps not as ready to open my mouth again, 

because my track has a faint crack 
running jagged down my rings,
and it seems I can’t make music
when the needle pokes fun at my imperfections.  
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S p o t l i g h t :

by Jo i  Massat

   Guess  who got  to  s i t  down 
and chat  with  Sania  Chandra-
ni ,  one of  the many dedicated 
people  behind th is  upcom-
ing event?  Wel l ,  not  me –  I 
fumbled hard on the p lanned 
face-to-face interv iew,  so  we 
did  i t  v ia  e-mai l  instead.
   Anyway,  read on,  wheth-
er  you’ve been i tching to  go 
s ince the f i rst  f l ier  went  up 
(and there have been many 
f l iers)  or  just  quiet ly  ask ing 
yoursel f  what  CultureSHOCK 
is  in  the f i rst  p lace.  And i f 

you're  interested,  remember to  stop by the Woodruff  Health  Ser-
v ices  Center  and Administrat ion Bui ld ing at  6  on the 11th for  the main 
event.

How would you descr ibe yourself? 
I ’m an Indian-American woman who loves  wr it ing ,  poetry,  t ravel  and 
explor ing of  a l l  sorts ,  photography,  and car ing about  th ings  a  b i t  too 
much. 
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You’re  very  act ive on campus,  beyond even Col lege Counci l .  What 
are some of  the other  groups and events  that  you’re  involved in?
Col lege Counci l
Ult imate Fr isbee
SA in  Dobbs
Model  UN/Internat ional  Relat ions  Associat ion
Compass  Fel lowship (soc ia l  entrepreneurship  educat ional  fe l low-
ship)
 
What do you do as  v ice  president? 
As  a  VP of  programming ,  I  work to  p lan intent ional  programming to 
foster  d ia logue in  the Emory Community.  These usual ly  manifest  in 
the form of  large-scale  events  that  represent ,  support ,  and high-
l ight  the interests  of  the student  body and promote the miss ion of 
Col lege Counci l  to  make our  campus a  more access ib le ,  representa-
t ive,  and inc lus ive p lace for  our  const i tuents . 
 
What is  CultureSHOCK?
CultureSHOCK is  a  showcase of  ident i t ies  that  we hope represents 
the d ivers i ty  on Emory ’s  campus.  No matter  one’s  intersect ion of 
ident i t ies ,  we can a l l  learn from one another ’s  exper iences  and sto-
r ies- -our  goal  with  the event  th is  year  i s  to  h ighl ight  cultura l  d iver-
s i ty  of  race,  ethnic i ty,  sexual i ty,  gender,  mental  health,  nat ional i ty, 
and more through the cuis ine,  art ,  and performances.  
 
What goes into creat ing CultureSHOCK,  and who makes i t?
We work real ly  hard to  p lan CultureSHOCK – we’ve been working 
s ince Apr i l ,  and event  p lanning takes  a  lot .  From conf i rming venues 
to  coordinat ing with  student  organizat ions,  so l ic i t ing  appl icat ions 
for  performances  and art  –  the logist ics  are  a  beast .  More than 
that ,  there’s  a  lot  of  under ly ing thought  and intent ion behind the 
p lanning –  we don’t  want  i t  to  be just  a  show but  a  spr ingboard for 
d ia logue,  so  how do you take one event  and make i t  a  p latform for 
cont inued conversat ion? That ’s  the true quest ion and something 
we have to  pay a  lot  of  attent ion to  even when we’re  working on 
the n itty-gr i tty  parts  of  event  p lanning.  That ’s  why we’ve decided 
to  a lso  inc lude art  and addit ional  groups at  the recept ion as  wel l  as 
col laborate with  Campus Couches and The Pulse. 
 
Last  year ’s  keynote speaker  was Jackie  Cruz,  an actress  from the 
popular  TV show Orange is  the New Black.  This  year ’s  speaker  is 
C la ire  E.  Sterk,  the current  president  of  Emory,  who arr ived just 
this  year.  So she’s  not  even a  celebr ity  on campus.  Are you con-
cerned about  possible  lower turnout  as  a  result  of  this? 
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We real ize  that  col lege students  go crazy  for  ce lebr i t ies ,  and that 
attracts  people  –  that  being sa id,  we’ve faced plenty  of  cr i t ic ism 
in  the past  for  lack  of  authent ic i ty  at  CS,  and we decided that  the 
best  way to  be authent ic  and tru ly  represent  the student  body was 
through just  that  –  represent ing them and their  ident i t ies  through 
their  own voices.  We thought  Pres ident  Sterk  would be a  great  rep-
resentat ion of  that  because she is  a  var iety  of  intersect ions  hersel f-
-as  the f i rst  female Pres ident  of  the univers i ty.  Whi le  we real ize  i t ’s 
a  change,  we a lso hope that  people  wi l l  real ize  the importance of 
th is  type of  event  and take i t  as  an opportunity  to  see how someone 
who has  real ly  done good work at  th is  school  a l ready p lans  to  im-
prove i t  in  her  new role. 
 
Besides  the l ine-up,  can we expect  any big  di f ferences  between 
last  year ’s  i terat ion and this  year ’s?
Again –  we’re  more grassroots  –  students  wi l l  be ta lk ing about  their 
exper iences,  not  just  being there as  f igureheads.  We are provid ing 
a  p latform for  voices  to  be heard –  as  a  governing body should do 
for  i ts  const i tuents .  Addit ional ly,  we are incorporat ing an art  ga l lery 
and types  of  d ivers i ty  that  haven’t  been highl ighted in  the past  –  I 
l i sted some of  them above. 
 
I ’ve  heard concerns  that  the event  wi l l  cater  to  a  most ly-white  au-
dience,  l ike  an exhibit ion.  What  are your  thoughts  on this?
First  of  a l l ,  I ’d  l ike  to  say  that ’s  a  va l id  concern –  "cultura l"  events 
often fa l l  into that  problem.  But  l ike  I  sa id,  we’ve considered th is 
and have done everything we could th ink of  to  make th is  n ight  tru-
ly  inc lus ive.  In  our  market ing and efforts  to  publ ic ize  the event ,  we 
have been impart ia l  and done everything we can to  inc lude var ious 
groups.  We’ve market ing on platforms that  v i r tual ly  every  student 
on campus has  access  to  –  through f lyers  in  bui ld ings,  in  dorms, 
onl ine on FB,  through emai l  etc .  We’re  intending to  h ighl ight  d i f-
ferent  types  of  culture and divers i ty  on campus –  people  have au-
dit ioned to  be part  of  the program,  and we wi l l  not  put  anyone in  a 
ro le/posit ion they don’t  want  to  be in  on that  stage.  Yes,  th is  event 
i s  intended to  be a  showcase,  but  not  of  minor i t ies  for  a  white  ma-
jor i ty.  I t ’s  supposed to  be a  showcase of  as  many of  the d i fferent 
ident i t ies  on campus as  poss ib le  for  the whole  community.  We can 
a l l  learn from one another  regardless  of  race,  gender,  sexual i ty,  na-
t ional i ty.  Whoever  wants  to  come is  welcome – i f  someone bel ieves 
they don’t  want  to  be there because i t  wi l l  be problematic ,  that ’s 
their  prerogat ive,  and we of  course only  hope that  they wi l l  come to 
us  with  their  concerns.  That  being sa id,  i f  every  POC/minor i ty  de-
c ided that  they won’t  show up because i t ’s  going to  cater  to  a  white 
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major i ty,  then that ’s  a  se l f-fu l f i l l ing  prophecy –  nothing in  the pro-
gram’s  structure i tse l f  contains  that  type of  b ias .  I f  minor i ty  groups 
are  th inking i t  won’t  benef i t  them to come,  I  respect  that ,  but  I 
urge them to reconsider.  As  a  Musl im,  Indian woman,  I ’ve  done ev-
erything I  can (a long with Arooj ,  my Co-VP)  to  make th is  something 
a  var iety  of  people  can learn from – none of  us  comprise  a l l  the 
ident i t ies  that  wi l l  be present  at  CS,  and I  hope that  people  recog-
nize  that  and come out  to  learn about  a  new ident i ty  on Nov 11. 
 
Do you have any c los ing remarks?
I  hope that  everyone g ives  th is  n ight  a  chance because I  guarantee 
everyone wi l l  learn at  least  one new thing and recognize  the impor-
tance of  h ighl ight ing and respect ing one another ’s  ident i t ies  at  th is 
inst i tut ion.

Thanks!!
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Sania  k indly  attached th is  l i st  of  attract ions 
and performers  to  her  interv iew answers . 

Back at  you!



What's Happening

Purple:  school-sponsored
Red:  student-sponsored

Green:  other  sponsor

Blue:  off-campus
Yel low:  paid

Orange:  reserve/register
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Staged Reading:  Fortunes 
of  the Moor

Emory Chamber Ensembles
Staged Reading:  The Book 
of  Wi l l

Creat iv i ty  Conversat ion: 
"Shakespeare's  Words  and 
Works"

Perc iva l  Everett  Reading Joseph Sk ibel l  Reading
Emory Youth Symphony 
Orchestra

Emory Jazz  Ensembles
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A sampler  of  creat ive events  at  Emory.



What's Happening
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30 

Staged Reading:  Fortunes 
of  the Moor

Wil l  of  the People:
Shakespeare's  Fol ios  and 
Their  Meaning in  Our 
World

CultureSHOCK 2016
BiRDMAN L ive,  Antonio 
Sanchez
The Vega Str ing  Quartet

Joseph Sk ibel l  Reading
Emory Youth Symphony 
Orchestra

Ant iquiTEA Emory Arts  Underground 
Gal lery
At lanta  Music  Fest iva l  Gala 
Concert

Jo int  Concert :  Symphony 
and Str ings

Keep reading for  dates,  t imes,  deta i ls , 
and repeat ing events  .  .  .
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Repeat  Offenders

The Bard in  Bol lywood:  Vishal 
Bhardwaj ’s  Shakespeare Tr i logy

From internat ional ly-acc la imed 
director  and composer  Vishal 
Bhardwaj  come three f i lms that 
take Shakespeare to  near-mod-
ern India:  Maqbool ,  Omkara,  and 
Haider  (Hamlet)  - -  adaptat ions  of 
Macbeth,  Othel lo  and Hamlet ,  re-
spect ively.  A  food truck from Bho-
janic  Restaurant  arr ives  at  6:30.

When:  Nov.  1 ,  8  and 15 at  7:30 
PM (Bhojanic  food truck arr ives  at 
6:30 PM)

Café Unity

A discuss ion group for  poetry  and 
soc ia l  just ice.  Food and dr ink  pro-
v ided.

When:  Thursdays  f rom 7:30-9 PM
Where:  Var ies

DBS

The name stands for  f ree d inner, 
l ive  band,  and stor ies .  Comes 
with a  dash,  not  a  deluge,  of 
Chr ist ian f lavor.

When:  Thursdays  f rom 7:30-9:15 
PM
Where:  Bread Coffeehouse

Emory Arts  C lub

Draw,  paint ,  and exper iment.  Col -
ored penci ls ,  pa intbrushes  and 
white  paper  for  paint ing provid-
ed.

When:  Fr idays  f rom 5-7 PM
Where:  MLAO House (Deck)

Emory C inematheque:  From
Comics  to  C inema

Cont inuing last  month’s  f i lm se-
r ies  are  Ghost  World  (2001)  Nov. 
2 ,  300 (2006)  Nov.  9 ,  Captain 
America:  The F i rst  Avenger  (2011) 
Nov.  16 and The Peanuts  Movie 
(2015)  Nov.  30.

When:  Nov.  2 ,  9  and 16 at  7:30 
PM
Where:  White  Hal l  208

Emory Dance Company

From the website:  “ The Emory 
Dance Company performs new 
works  by  f ive  guest  choreogra-
phers:  New York’s  Danté Brown; 
Israel i  art ists  Yoss i  Berg  and Oded 
Graf  Dance Theatre,  and Anat 
Gr igor io;  At lanta’s  extraordinary 
Sarah Hi l lmer  and Blake Beck-
ham.”  $8 for  students .

When:  Nov.  17,  18 and 19 at  7:30 
PM; Nov.  19 at  2  PM
Where:  Schwartz  Center  (Dance 
Studio)

The F irst  Fol io:  The Book that 
Gave Us Shakespeare

Here i t  i s ,  on d isplay,  in  the f lesh, 
l ive  and in  concert .

When:  Nov 5  to  Dec.  11,  a l l -day 
access
Where:  Car los  Museum

What's  Happening -  14



Romeo & Ju l iet

From the website:  “Set  in  Renais -
sance Verona,  Theater  Emory ’s 
Romeo & Ju l iet  br ings  Shake-
speare’s  immortal  love story  to 
exquis i te  l i fe  with  a  fast-paced 
banquet  of  per iod music  and 
costume,  sword play,  poet ic  lan-
guage,  memorable  characters ,  and 
plenty  of  t ragic  romance.”

When:  Nov.  3-5  and 9-12 at  7:30 
PM; Nov.  6  and 13 at  2  PM
Where:  Dobbs Univers i ty  Center 
(Mary Gray Munroe Theater)

Everything E lse

Staged Reading:  Fortunes of  the 
Moor

Barbara and Car l ton Molette’s 
p lay  reaches  into the past  of 
Shakespeare’s  Othel lo .  Accord-
ing to  the s i te ,  “c lever  p lot  twists 
combine with formal  language 
to  complement  Shakespeare’s 
story,  offer ing a  bold  cr i t ique of 
the white  culture that  exploited 
and destroyed Othel lo  and now 
threatens  h is  son’s  l i fe .”

When:  Nov.  9  at  7:30 PM
Where:  Schwartz  Center  (Theater 
Lab)

Wi l l  of  the People:  Shakespeare’s 
Fol ios  and Their  Meaning in  Our 
World

From the website:  “How do art ists 
and th inkers  interpret  the cont in-
ued inf luence of  Shakespeare in 
our  wor ld? Dramatic  monologues, 
musica l  express ions,  and academ-
ic  perspect ives  wi l l  inform this 
evening of  ce lebrat ion and inter-

pretat ion.  Come prepared to  be 
inspired by Duke E l l ington’s  Such 
Sweet  Thunder  with  Dwight  An-
drews and others  in  concert  with 
music ians,  scholars ,  and actors .”

When:  Nov.  10 from 7:30-8:30 PM
Where:  Schwartz  Center  (Emerson 
Concert  Hal l )

CultureSHOCK 2016

From the website:  “CultureSHOCK 
is  a  showcase of  the cultura l  (eth-
nic ,  rac ia l ,  nat ional ,  sexual ,  gen-
der,  re l ig ious  etc . )  d ivers i ty  at 
Emory expressed through student 
performances,  speakers ,  art ,  and 
cuis ine.”

When:  Nov.  11 from 6-8:30 PM
Where:  Woodruff  Health  Sc ienc-
es  Center  Administrat ion Bui ld ing 
(Med School  Atr ium)

BiRDMAN L ive,  Antonio Sanchez

Schwartz  presents  the smash hit 
B irdman or  The Unexpected Vir-
tue of  Ignorance,  but  with  a  twist . 
From the website:  “For  th is  spe-
c ia l  event ,  Grammy® Award-win-
ning jazz  drummer Antonio San-
chez  p lays  h is  movie  soundtrack 
l ive  a longs ide the v isual ly  stun-
ning f i lm.”  $5 for  students .

When:  Nov.  11 at  8  PM
Where:  Schwartz  Center  (Emerson 
Concert  Hal l )

Note:  I  don’t  even l ike  th is  movie  and I 
st i l l  k inda wanna go.
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The Vega Str ing  Quartet

Come hear  Anton Arensky ’s  Quar-
tet  for  V io l in ,  V io la  and Two Cel l i , 
f rom cel l i st  Chr istopher  Rex and, 
uh,  the rest .

When:  Nov.  11 at  12 PM
Where:  Car los  Musem (Ackerman 
Hal l )

Emory Chamber Ensembles

From the website:  “Mentored by 
Emory ’s  art ist  faculty,  ta lented 
student  chamber music ians  per-
form works  for  str ing  quartet , 
brass  ensemble,  guitar  ensemble, 
woodwinds,  and col laborat ive p i -
ano.”

When:  Nov.  13 at  4  and 7  PM
Where:  Schwartz  Center  (Emerson 
Concert  Hal l )

Note:  Keep in  mind that  the website 
l inks  to  one of  two events .

Staged Reading:  The Book of  Wi l l

From the website:  “A staged read-
ing of  Emory a lum and award-win-
ning p laywright  Lauren Gunder-
son’s  new play  about  the search 
for,  the pr int ing ,  and the surv iv-
ing  of  Shakespeare’s  words.  A 
conversat ion with the p laywright 
and recept ion wi l l  fo l low the 
reading.  The F i rst  Fol io  wi l l  be 
avai lable  for  the audience to  v iew 
beginning at  2  p.m.”

When:  Nov.  13 at  3  PM
Where:  Car los  Museum (Ackerman 
Hal l )

Creat iv i ty  Conversat ion:  “Shake-
speare’s  Words  and Works”

Join  Lauren Gunderson,  Dan 
Wechsler,  and moderator  Rose-
mary Magee - -  three great  lovers 
of  l i terature - -  as  they d iscuss  the 
bard.

When:  Nov.  14 from 4-5 PM
Where:  Woodruff  L ibrary  (Rose 
L ibrary)

Perc iva l  Event  Reading

This  esteemed author  comes a l l 
the way from the Univers i ty  of 
Southern Cal i fornia  to  read one of 
h is  a lmost  th irty  works.

When:  Nov.  15 at  6:30 PM
Where:  Oxford Road Bui ld ing 
(Presentat ion Room, Third  F loor)

Joseph Sk ibel l  Reading

The reading ser ies  cont inues  with 
a  t i t le  f rom Emory ’s  Winship  Dis -
t inguished Research Professor  in 
the Humanit ies

When:  Nov.  16 at  6:30 PM
Where:  Oxford Road Bui ld ing 
(Presentat ion Room, Third  F loor)

Emory Youth Symphony Orchestra

From the website:  “. . .the Emory 
Youth Symphony Orchestra  pres-
ents  performances  of  major  or-
chestra l  works  with  more than 
100 of  the metro region’s  most 
ta lented young music ians.  The 
orchestra  begins  i ts  season with 
conductor  Dr.  R ichard Pr ior  and 
new associate  conductor  Dr.  Paul 
Bhas in.”What's  Happening -  16



When:  Nov.  16 at  8  PM
Where:  Schwartz  Center  (Emerson 
Concert  Hal l )

Ant iquiTEA

From the website:  “Andrea Man-
tegna,  who worked in  the North-
ern c i t ies  of  I ta ly  in  the second 
hal f  of  the f i f teenth century,  i s 
renowned for  h is  ro le  in  the in-
te l lectual  rev iva l  of  ancient  works 
of  art  and l i terature dur ing the 
Renaissance.  Enjoy afternoon 
tea and scones as  Laura Somen-
z i ,  graduate student  in  Emory ’s 
Art  History  Department,  explores 
Mantegna’s  engraving of  Baccha-
nal  with  S i lenus  in  the Car los  col -
lect ion. . .”

When:  Nov.  17 from 4-5 PM
Where:  Car los  Museum (Ackerman 
Hal l )

Note:  I  attended last  month’s  Ant iqui -
TEA sess ion.  I  found the presentat ion 
dry  but  the content  surpr is ingly  inter-
est ing.

Emory Arts  Underground Gal lery

A showcase for  student  art  of  a l l 
k inds.

When:  Nov.  18 from 6-8 PM
Where:  Math and Sc ience Center 
Lobby

Note:  I ’m a  fan of  Arts  Underground. 
Last  year ’s  “City  of  Enl ightenment ”  was 
a  b last .

At lanta  Music  Fest iva l  Gala  Con-
cert

The f inal  act  of  the fest iva l  br ings 
i t  to  campus.  $18 for  students .

When:  Nov.  18 from 7-8:30 PM
Where:  Glenn Memoria l  Auditor i -
um

Joint  Concert :  Symphony and 
Str ings

From the website:  “ The Emory 
Wind Ensemble and Symphony Or-
chestra  share the stage in  a  spe-
c ia l  jo int  concert  featur ing both 
orchestra l  and wind repertoire 
inc luding a  performance by the 
2016-17 Concerto and Ar ia  Com-
pet i t ion winners .  Dr.  R ichard Pr ior 
and Dr.  Paul  Bhas in  conduct .”

When:  Nov.  19 at  8  PM
Where:  Schwartz  Center  (Emerson 
Concert  Hal l )

Note:  The actual  concert  name is  super-
long.

Emory Jazz  Ensembles

From the website:  “Emory Big 
Band and Jazz  Combos in  concert . 
Directed by Gary  Motley.”

When:  Nov.  29 at  8  PM
Where:  Schwartz  Center  (Emerson 
Concert  Hal l )

17  -  What's  Happening  
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Closing Thoughts
Special  Thanks

 Thanks  to  the rest  of  the Free Thought  Exec Board:  Nkosi  Cave, 
Marshal l  Crayton,  Rubén Diaz ,  Nora E lmubarak,  emir icus  the poet , 
Jasmine Ray.
 A  very  s incere thank you to  Sania  Chandrani ,  Esther  Garc ia  and 
Arooj  Khal id  for  help  with  the interv iew despite  my fumbl ings.
 Thanks  to  Eboni  Freeman,  K i l l ian Glenn,  Deandre Mi les-Hercu-
les  and Joely  House just  for  being around.  I 'm probably  miss ing a 
person or  two or  several .
 Thank you to  everyone who comes out  to  meet ings,  whether 
here or  on the Oxford campus,  for  one day or  for  several .  ( I t ' s  okay 
to  miss  a  few.  I  don't  even go to  hal f  the meet ings. )

Who Are We?

 This  maga'  i s  i s  brought  to  you by Free Thought  Poetry,  Emo-
ry 's  one and only  poetry  c lub.  We began in  2015 as  a  weekly  poetry 
workshop and are a lways  str iv ing to  welcome more forms of  art .  We 
a lso put  out  open mics  and,  of  course,  the Gazette.

For  more information,  inc luding submiss ion guidel ines  and other  Ga-
zette  i ssues,  v is i t  our  website  at  f reethoughtgazette.wordpress .com.


